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power generated by the turbine to the internal combustion
engine.
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1
TURBO COMPOUNDING HYBRID
GENERATOR POWERTRAIN

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The subject invention relates generally to systems and
methods for providing power to a vehicle, and more specifi-
cally to a hybrid powertrain system utilizing turbo com-
pounding.

BACKGROUND

Typical hybrid powertrain systems utilize a combination of
an internal combustion engine and an electric engine to pro-
vide power to a vehicle. Depending upon the configuration of
the powertrain, the internal combustion engine may be con-
figured to provide power directly to the vehicle or the internal
combustion engine may be configured to charge a battery
used by the electric motor.

Internal combustion engines are well known in the art and
operate by burning fuel to create mechanical energy. The
efficiency of the combustion of the fuel is measured by the
thermal efficiency of the engine. Two types of thermal effi-
ciency are generally considered for an engine, the indicated
thermal efficiency and the brake thermal efficiency. The indi-
cated thermal efficiency is determined by the work done by
the gases in an engine cylinder and the brake thermal effi-
ciency is determined by the work done at the output shaft of
the engine.

During operation of traditional internal combustion
engines, approximately between twenty-five and thirty-five
percent of the fuel energy leaves the engine in the form of
exhaust enthalpy, or wasted energy in the exhaust gas.
Accordingly, what is needed are methods and systems for
improving the brake thermal efficiency of internal combus-
tion engines in hybrid powertrain systems by reducing the
energy lost in the form of exhaust enthalpy.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one exemplary embodiment, a turbo compounding inter-
nal combustion engine system includes an internal combus-
tion engine and one or more valves for controlling a flow of an
exhaust gas of the internal combustion engine. The system
also includes a controller configured to monitor an operation
mode of the internal combustion engine and responsively
control the one or more valves and a turbine configured to
selectively receive the exhaust gas from the internal combus-
tion engine and to convert exhaust energy into a mechanical
power. The system further includes a clutched gear drive
selectively coupled to the turbine and the internal combustion
engine, wherein the clutched gear drive is configured to pro-
vide the mechanical power generated by the turbine to the
internal combustion engine.

In another exemplary embodiment, a method for operating
a turbo compounding hybrid generator powertrain system
includes monitoring a voltage of a battery by a controller and
determining if the voltage of the battery is below a minimum
threshold value. Based on determining that the voltage level is
below the minimum threshold value, the method includes
activating an internal combustion engine and monitoring the
voltage of the battery and an operational state of the internal
combustion engine. The method also includes determining if
the operational state of the internal combustion engine is a
steady state charging mode. Based on determining that the
operational state of the internal combustion engine is a steady
state charging mode, the method further includes configuring
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one or more valves to provide exhaust gas from the internal
combustion engineto a turbine. Based on determining that the
operational state of the internal combustion engine is not the
steady state charging mode, the method also includes con-
tinuing to monitor the voltage of the battery and the opera-
tional state of the internal combustion engine.

In yet another exemplary embodiment, a turbo compound-
ing hybrid generator powertrain system includes an internal
combustion engine system coupled to a generator, wherein
the generator is configured to charge a battery and an electric
motor configured to draw electrical power from the battery
and provide mechanical power to a drive system. The turbo
compounding hybrid generator powertrain system also
includes a controller configured to monitor a voltage level of
the battery and responsively operate the internal combustion
engine system and electric motor. The internal combustion
engine system includes an internal combustion engine and
one or more valves operated by the controller for controlling
the flow of exhaust gas from the internal combustion engine.
The internal combustion engine system also includes a tur-
bine configured to selectively receive the exhaust gas from the
internal combustion engine and to convert an exhaust energy
into a mechanical power and a clutched gear drive coupled to
the turbine and the internal combustion engine, wherein the
clutched gear drive is configured to provide the mechanical
power generated by the turbine to the internal combustion
engine. When the internal combustion engine is operating in
a steady state charging mode, the controller directs the flow of
the exhaust gas to the turbine. When the internal combustion
engine is not operating in a steady state charging mode, the
controller directs the flow of the exhaust gas to bypass the
turbine.

The above features and advantages and other features and
advantages of the invention are readily apparent from the
following detailed description of the invention when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other features, advantages and details appear, by way of
example only, in the following detailed description of
embodiments, the detailed description referring to the draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a hybrid powertrain for a
vehicle in accordance with an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an turbo compounding engine
system for use in a hybrid powertrain system in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of a method for operating a hybrid
powertrain having a turbo compounding engine system in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

The following description is merely exemplary in nature
and is not intended to limit the present disclosure, its appli-
cation or uses.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a block diagram of a hybrid
powertrain 100 for a vehicle in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment is shown. The hybrid powertrain 100 includes an
internal combustion engine 102 coupled to a generator 104. In
exemplary embodiments, the internal combustion engine 102
may also be selectively coupled to a drive system 110. The
generator 104 is coupled to, and configured to charge a battery
106. The hybrid powertrain 100 also includes an electric
motor 108 that is connected to and powered by the battery 106
and is coupled to the drive system 110. The hybrid powertrain
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100 also includes a controller 120 that is configured to com-
municate with and control the operation of the internal com-
bustion engine 102 and the electric motor 108 based on the
voltage level, or state of charge, of the battery 106.

In exemplary embodiments, the controller 120 of the
hybrid powertrain 100 monitors the voltage, of the battery
106 and if the voltage level falls below a minimum threshold
value the controller 120 activates the internal combustion
engine 102, which via the generator 104 charges the battery
106. Likewise, once the voltage level of the battery 106 is
above a maximum threshold value the controller 120 deacti-
vates the internal combustion engine 102. In alternative
embodiments, the controller 120 may be used to selectively
instruct the internal combustion engine 102 to provide power
directly to the drive system 110 based on the voltage level of
the battery 106 and/or the power demands of the vehicle.

Referring now to FIG. 2, a block diagram of a turbo com-
pounding engine system 200 for use in a hybrid powertrain
system in accordance with an exemplary embodiment is
shown. The turbo compounding engine system 200 includes
an internal combustion engine 210, one or more valves 212, a
turbine 220, a clutched gear drive 230 and a controller 240. In
exemplary embodiments, the exhaust from the internal com-
bustion engine 210 is selectively provided to the turbine 220
by controlling the operation of one or more valves 212. In
exemplary embodiments, the controller 240 is configured to
open and close valves 212 to control the flow of the exhaust
gas from the internal combustion engine 210. The controller
240 may determine to provide all or a portion of the exhaust
gas to turbine 220 based on one or more operating conditions
of'the internal combustion engine 210. For example, the con-
troller 240 may be configured to only provide the exhaust
gases to the turbine 220 if the temperature of the internal
combustion engine 210 is above a threshold value. In exem-
plary embodiments, the controller 240 monitors one or more
operational characteristics of the internal combustion engine
210 and determines the operational state of the internal com-
bustion engine 210. Once the controller 240 determines that
the operational state of the internal combustion engine 210 is
a steady state charging mode, the controller 240 configures
the one or more valves 212 to provide all of the exhaust from
the internal combustion engine 210 to the turbine 220.

In exemplary embodiments, the turbine 220 is configured
to convert the exhaust energy into mechanical energy that is
provided to the clutched gear drive 230. The clutched gear
drive 230 includes a clutch for selectively engaging with the
output of the turbine 220 and may also include one or more
gears. The clutched gear drive 230 is configured to provide the
mechanical power generated by the turbine 220 to the internal
combustion engine 210. In exemplary embodiments, the out-
put ofthe clutched gear drive 230 is provided to the crankshaft
of'the internal combustion engine 210 through the serpentine
drive belt, or front accessory belt. By providing the input to
the crankshaft of the internal combustion engine 210 rather
thanto the rear flex plat or flywheel, gear noise can be reduced
and packaging can be simplified.

In exemplary embodiments, the turbine 220 is configured
to optimize the amount of energy that it can extract from the
exhaust of the internal combustion engine 210 when the inter-
nal combustion engine 210 is operating in a steady state
charging mode. In exemplary embodiments, the clutched gear
drive 230 may use one or more gears to optimize the effi-
ciency of the turbine 220 based upon the operating state of the
internal combustion engine 210. The internal combustion
engine 210 may operate in an idle state, a steady state charg-
ing, and a heating state.
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Referring now to FIG. 3, a flow diagram of a method for
operating a hybrid powertrain having a turbo compounding
engine system in accordance with an exemplary embodiment
is shown. At block 300, the method includes monitoring the
voltage level of a battery by a controller. Next, at decision
block 302, the controller determines if the voltage of the
battery is above a minimum threshold value. In exemplary
embodiments, the minimum threshold value may be a voltage
required to operate the drive system of the vehicle for a
predetermined amount of time or to travel a minimum dis-
tance. If the voltage level is above the minimum threshold
value, the method returns to block 300 and continues to moni-
tor the voltage level of the battery. Otherwise, the method
proceeds to block 304 and the controller activates the internal
combustion engine and monitors the voltage level of the
battery and the operational state of the internal combustion
engine. Next, at decision block 306, the controller determines
if the internal combustion engine is operating in a steady state
charging mode. If the internal combustion engine is not oper-
ating in a steady state charging mode, the method proceeds
back to block 304 and the controller continues to monitor the
voltage level of the battery and the operational state of the
internal combustion engine.

Once the controller determines that the internal combus-
tion engine is operating in a steady state charging mode, the
method proceeds to block 308 and the controller configures
the one or more valves to provide exhaust gas from the inter-
nal combustion engine to the turbine. In addition, the control-
ler ensures that the clutched gear drive is engaged with the
turbine such that the work output by the turbine is provided to
the internal combustion engine. Next, at block 310, the con-
troller continues to monitor the voltage level of the battery
and determine if the voltage level of the battery increases to a
maximum threshold value. Once the voltage level of the bat-
tery increases to a maximum threshold value, the method
proceeds to block 312 and the controller deactivates the inter-
nal combustion engine.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
element components, and/or groups thereof.

The flow diagrams depicted herein are just one example.
There may be many variations to this diagram or the steps (or
operations) described therein without departing from the
spirit of the disclosure. For instance, the steps may be per-
formed in a differing order or steps may be added, deleted or
modified. All of these variations are considered a part of the
claimed disclosure.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present disclosure has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the disclosure in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the disclosure. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the disclo-
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sure and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the disclosure for vari-
ous embodiments with various modifications as are suited to
the particular use contemplated.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiments
disclosed, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the application.

What is claimed is:

1. A turbo compounding internal combustion engine sys-
tem comprising:

an internal combustion engine;

at least one valve for controlling a flow of an exhaust gas of
the internal combustion engine;

acontroller configured to monitor an operation mode of the
internal combustion engine and responsively control the
at least one valve;

a turbine configured to selectively receive the exhaust gas
from the internal combustion engine and to convert an
exhaust energy into a mechanical power; and

aclutched gear drive selectively coupled to the turbine and
the internal combustion engine, wherein the clutched
gear drive is configured to provide the mechanical power
generated by the turbine to the internal combustion
engine,
wherein the controller is further configured to selec-

tively engage the clutched gear drive from the turbine
whether the internal combustion engine is operating
in a steady state charging mode, or the internal com-
bustion engine is not operating in a steady state charg-
ing mode.

2. The turbo compounding internal combustion engine sys-
tem of claim 1, wherein when the internal combustion engine
is operating in the steady state charging mode, the controller
adjusts the at least one valve to direct the flow of the exhaust
gas to the turbine.

3. The turbo compounding internal combustion engine sys-
tem of claim 1, wherein when the internal combustion engine
is not operating in the steady state charging mode, the con-
troller adjusts the at least one valve to direct the flow of the
exhaust gas to bypass the turbine.

4. The turbo compounding internal combustion engine sys-
tem of claim 1, wherein the controller is further configured to
selectively disengage the clutched gear drive from the turbine
when the internal combustion engine is not operating in the
steady state charging mode.

5. A method for operating a turbo compounding hybrid
generator powertrain system, the method comprising:

monitoring a voltage of a battery by a controller;

determining if the voltage of the battery is below a mini-
mum threshold value;
based on determining that the voltage level is below the
minimum threshold value, activating an internal com-
bustion engine and monitoring the voltage of the bat-
tery and an operational state of the internal combus-
tion engine;

determining whether the operational state of the internal
combustion engine is a steady state charging mode or the
operational state of the internal combustion engine is not
the steady state charging mode;

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

based on determining that the operational state of the
internal combustion engine is a steady state charging
mode, adjusting at least one valve to provide exhaust
gas from the internal combustion engine to a turbine;
and

based on determining that the operational state of the
internal combustion engine is not the steady state
charging mode, continuing to monitor the voltage of
the battery and the operational state of the internal
combustion engine.

6. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

based on determining that the operational state of the inter-
nal combustion engine is the steady state charging mode,
ensuring that a clutched gear drive is engaged with the
turbine such that a work output by the turbine is provided
to the internal combustion engine.

7. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

based on determining that the operational state of the inter-
nal combustion engine is the steady state charging mode,
monitoring the voltage of the battery and determining if
the voltage of the battery is above to a maximum thresh-
old value.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

based on determining that the voltage level is above the
maximum threshold value, deactivating the internal
combustion engine.

9. The method of claim 8, further comprising:

based on determining that the voltage level is above the
maximum threshold value, configuring the at least one
valve such that exhaust gas from the internal combustion
engine bypasses the turbine.

10. The method of claim 5, further comprising:

based on determining that the operational state of the inter-
nal combustion engine is not the steady state charging
mode, configuring the at least one valve such that
exhaust gas from the internal combustion engine
bypasses the turbine.

11. A turbo compounding hybrid generator powertrain sys-

tem comprising:

an internal combustion engine system coupled to a genera-
tor, wherein the generator is configured to charge a bat-
tery;

an electric motor configured to draw electrical power from
the battery and provide mechanical power to a drive
system,

a controller configured to monitor a voltage level of the
battery and responsively operate the internal combustion
engine system and electric motor; and
wherein the internal combustion engine system further

comprises:
an internal combustion engine;
at least one valve operated by the controller for con-
trolling a flow of an exhaust gas of the internal
combustion engine;
aturbine configured to selectively receive the exhaust
gas from the internal combustion engine and to
convert an exhaust energy into a mechanical power;
and
a clutched gear drive coupled to the turbine and the
internal combustion engine, wherein the clutched
gear drive is configured to provide the mechanical
power generated by the turbine to the internal com-
bustion engine;
wherein when the internal combustion engine is
operating in a steady state charging mode, the
controller adjusts the at least one valve to direct
the flow of the exhaust gas to the turbine; and
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wherein when the internal combustion engine is not
operating in the steady state charging mode, the
controller adjusts the at least one valve to direct
the flow of the exhaust gas to bypass the turbine.

12. The turbo compounding hybrid generator powertrain 5
system of claim 11, wherein the controller is further config-
ured to selectively disengage the clutched gear drive from the
turbine when the internal combustion engine is not operating
in the steady state charging mode.

13. The turbo compounding hybrid generator powertrain 10
system of claim 11, wherein the controller is further config-
ured to selectively engage the clutched gear drive from the
turbine when the internal combustion engine is operating in
the steady state charging mode.
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